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National Advisory Council 2020  
President  Malcolm Elliott APPA 

Deputy President  Phil Seymour (Jan - Oct)                        

Britany Roestenburg (Nov - Dec) 

NSWPPA                                    NTPA 

 
   

 

National Sector 

Presidents  

Ian Anderson AGPPA  

Grant Bock (Jan - Oct)                

Paul Clegg (Oct - Dec) 

IPSHA  

Brad Gaynor ACPPA 
 

   
 

State & Territory 

Association 

Representatives  

Wendy Cave  ACTPA 

Anne Staines ACTCPPA 

Sally Ruston  IPSHA - NSW   

Fran Bonanno ACSP-NSW 

Britany Roestenburg  NTPA 

Gez Mulvahil NTCPA 

Leslie Single QASSP 

Sandra Hawken IPSHA - QLD 

John O’Connor QCPPA 

Angela Falkenberg SAPPA 

Carl Salt IPSHA - SA 

Phil Schultz SACPPA 

Samantha Abblitt TPA 

Brigid Knight IPSHA - TAS 

Marcus Donnelly CPAT 

Anne-Maree Kliman VPA   

Brad Nelsen IPSHA - VIC 

Michael Gray VACPSP 

Joe Stephens WAPPA 

Tom Quinlivan / Roderick Wood IPSHA - WA 

Peter Cutrona CPPAWA 
 

Dyonne Anderson NATSIPA* (Observer) 
 

Matthew Johnson ASEPA* (Observer) 

Executive Officer  Graeme Feeney (Company Secretary) 
   

Key  Bold Font denotes representative also serves as an APPA Board member. 

Full contact details for all members of the National Advisory Council are available on the APPA Website 

www.appa.asn.au 

http://www.appa.asn.au/
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Immediate Past President  
2015-2018                                       Dennis Yarrington (Canberra) 

Life Members  
       

1994 Ronald Sandeman Australian Capital Territory 

 Neil Mason South Australia 

 Erroll Robinson South Australia 

 Nigel Bentley Tasmania 

 Leslie Bishop Tasmania 

 Gary Rodgers Victoria 

   

1995 Julie Biles Australian Capital Territory 

 Barry McConville New South Wales 

 Frank Hennessy Queensland 

 Peter Radford Tasmania 

 Gary McClean Victoria 

 John Bugg Victoria 

 Mike Berson Western Australia 

 Graham Cowell Western Australia 

 John Willett Western Australia 

   

1996 Marilyn Gilberston South Australia 

 Richard Wyatt Tasmania 

 Peter Paul Victoria 

 Paul Aldred Western Australia 

 Janet Purcell Western Australia 

   

1997 Tom Croker New South Wales 

 Geoffrey Gapper South Australia 

 Brian Pocock South Australia 

 Leonie Drew Western Australia 

 Tony Misich Western Australia 

 Patrick (Jim) Smith Western Australia 

   

1998 Jenny Leeson Australian Capital Territory 

 David Bishop New South Wales 

 Kathy Campbell New South Wales 

 Maureen Stephenson New South Wales 

 Shane Baker Western Australia 

1999 Chris Cameron Australian Capital Territory 

 Joan North Victoria 

 Ken Hedley Western Australia 

   

2000 John Turner Victoria 

2001 Colleen Breheney Tasmania 
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2002 Elizabeth Moroney Australian Capital Territory 

 Rosalie Ramsay New South Wales 

 Paul Cazzulino Queensland 

 Vicki Simmonds Victoria 

 Janice Szmal Victoria 

   

2004 Sean Gordon Queensland 

   

2006 Chris Robarts Victoria 

   

2008 Dr Roderick Crouch Queensland 

 Colin Pettit Western Australia 

   

2009 Patrick McGrath Australian Capital Territory 

 Anthony McGruther Queensland 

   

2011 Leonie Trimper South Australia 
 Janet Wilmot Western Australia 

   

2012 Tim Emery Western Australia 

   

2014 Geoff Scott New South Wales 

 Robert Hoff South Australia 

 Stephen Portlock South Australia 

   

2016 Sally Ruston New South Wales 

 Norm Hart Queensland 

 Dave Edwards South Australia 

 Gabrielle Leigh Victoria 

 Stephen Breen Western Australia 

   

2021 Michael Nuttall Australian Capital Territory 

 Dennis Yarrington Australian Capital Territory 

 Graeme Feeney New South Wales 

 Mark Mowbray New South Wales 

 Phil Seymour New South Wales 

Primary Heroes 
 

2007 Emeritus Professor Max Angus Western Australia 

 Harriet Olney Western Australia 
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2021 AGM Agenda 
 

1. Attendance  

 

2. Apologies 

 

3. Minutes of 2020 Annual General Meeting 

 

4. Financial Accounts for the year ended 31 December, 2020 

 

5. Directors’ Report and Declaration 

 

6. Auditor’s Report  

 

7. Appointment of Auditor  

 

 

2021 AGM Resolutions  
 
THAT the minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Company be accepted. 

 

 

THAT the Financial Accounts of the Company for the Financial Year ended 31 December 2020 be accepted.  

 

 

THAT the Directors’ Report and Declaration be approved and signed by a Director on behalf of the Board of 

the Directors of the Company. 

 

 

THAT the Report of the Auditor of the Company be accepted.  

 

 

THAT Anthony Wilson, AccountAbility ACT Pty Ltd be appointed as Auditor for the forthcoming financial 

reporting year. 
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Minutes of 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

AUSTRALIAN PRIMARY PRINCIPALS ASSOCIATION LIMITED 

Friday, 19 June 2020 at 1:00pm  

Online, Via ZOOM meeting link    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5550191974 

 

Meeting Opened: 1:05pm               

1. Attendance:  

The following NAC members attended the 2020 AGM representing their Member Associations; 

 

Name     Association  

          

Malcolm Elliott  APPA - President Meeting Chair 

Ian Anderson   AGPPA 

Brad Gaynor   ACPPA 

 

Wendy Cave   ACTPA  

Anne Staines   ACT CPPA 

Phil Seymour   NSWPPA  

Sally Ruston    IPSHA - NSW    

Fran Bonanno   ACSP - NSW 

Britany Roestenburg   NTPA  

Sandra Hawken  IPSHA - QLD 

John O’Connor   QCPPA  

Angela Falkenberg  SAPPA  

Carl Salt   IPSHA – SA 

Phil Schultz   SACPPA 

Marcus Donnelly   CPAT  

Anne-Maree Kliman  VPA  

Brad Nelsen   IPSHA - Vic  

Michael Gray    VACPSP  

Thomas Quinlivan  IPSHA - WA  

Peter Cutrona   CPPAWA  

Dyonne Anderson*  NATSIPA  

Matthew Johnson*  ASEPA  

  

Graeme Feeney  Company Secretary  

Linda Fleming   APPA Operations Manager  

* Indicates Collaborative Partner   

Bold Font Indicates Board Member 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5550191974
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2. Apologies   

Grant Bock   IPSHA   Apology 

 

Gez Mulvahil   NTCPA   Apology - Proxy to B. Roestenburg 

Leslie Single   QASSP   Apology - Proxy to I. Anderson 

Samantha Abblitt  TPA   Apology 

Brigid Knight   IPSHA - TAS                 Apology 

Jo Stephens   WAPPA  Apology 

        
3. Minutes of 2019 Annual General Meeting  

 
THAT the minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting of the Company be accepted. 
Moved:  Anne-Maree Kliman                                

Seconded:  Thomas Quinlivan     

 
4. Financial Accounts for the year ended 31 December, 2019  

 
THAT the Financial Accounts of the Company for the year ended 31 December 2019 be accepted. 

Moved:  Sally Ruston                                               

Seconded:  Wendy Cave   

 
5. Directors’ Report and Declaration 

 
THAT the Directors’ Report and Declaration be approved and signed by a Director on behalf of the 

Board of Directors of the Company. 

Moved:  Anne-Maree Kliman                                   

Seconded:  Brad Gaynor    

  
6. Auditor’s Report  

 
THAT the Report of the Auditor of the Company be accepted. 

Moved:  Angela Falkenburg                                    

Seconded:  Phil Schultz  

 

7. Appointment of Auditor 
 

THAT Anthony Wilson, AccountAbility ACT Pty Ltd be appointed as Auditor for the forthcoming 

financial reporting year. 

Moved:  Sally Ruston                                                

Seconded:  Wendy Cave 

Meeting Closed: 1:18pm 



 

 

 

APPA AGM | 2 March 2021 

 

 

9 

 
Signed:   
 
Name:  Malcolm Elliott 
 
Position: Chair / APPA President 
 
Date:  16 / 7 / 2020 

 

  



 

 

 

APPA AGM | 2 March 2021 

 

 

10 

Presidents’ Reports 
 

 

 

 

 

 

APPA President’s Report 

to 2021 Annual General Meeting  

of the Australian Primary Principals Association 

 

It is an honour to present this report to the AGM of the Australian Primary Principals Association. 

Australia’s primary school principals have been outstanding in their service over the last year. The COVID-19 

pandemic has swept the globe with devastating social and related economic effects. Australia’s mitigation 

strategies have been strongly supported by our principals, teachers and other school staff - with schools open 

and/or adapting to rapidly changing circumstances. 

 

With additional digital capability extant in school staffs, there is much possibility now, and certainly into the 

future, around diversified modes of education. 

 

APPA’s work on principal health and well-being is on-going and as important as ever.  

APPA is playing a prominent role in presenting issues in the mental health of primary school aged children and 

advocating for a range of preventative and mitigatory strategies. 

 

The performance of our schools during the nation’s periods of lockdown has revealed a renewed appreciation 

of the value of our educators in the broader community. This presents an opportunity on several fronts, 

including APPA’s work on principal health and wellbeing, which is on-going and as important as ever. APPA is 

also playing a prominent role in presenting issues in the mental health of primary school aged children and 

advocating for a range of preventative and mitigatory strategies. 

 

At our recent Parliamentary Friends of Primary Education function, members of our Board welcomed the Hon. 

Alan Tudge to the role of Minister for Education in person. This was the Minister’s first school education 

function. We have previously thanked the Hon. Dan Tehan for his service to education during his two years in 

the role. 
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APPA expresses our gratitude to our Parliamentary Friends convenors, the Hon. Celia Hammond MP and the 

Hon. Graham Perrett MP. The evening was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate primary education.  

 

In addition, APPA inducted Phil Seymour, Graeme Feeney, Mark Mowbray, Michael Nuttall and Dennis 

Yarrington as Life Members. Additional thanks to the Hon. Tanya Plibersek who made the congratulatory 

remarks. 

The financial position of APPA is sound and strongly underpins the viability of the organisation. APPA thanks 

our auditor and accountants for their work and guidance.  

 

The pandemic continues to trigger state, territory and international health safety measures, which directly 

affect the operations of APPA. Nevertheless, the resilience and service of the Board, National Advisory Council 

and APPA office team has ensured continuity and connection. 

 

National and international vaccination programmes are evocative of a sense of optimism as we look forward 

to our much-delayed APPA/NZPF Trans-Tasman Conference from July 20 – 23 in Melbourne. 

     

Malcolm Elliott 

 

 

 

APPA President 
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Promoting and Advocating for 
Government Primary Schools 

 
President’s Report for APPA AGM 

Tuesday 2 March 2021 
 

While we enter another year impacted by COVID-19, hopefully the vaccination roll out will have a positive 

impact on border closures and the AGPPA National Council can plan to get back to face to face meetings by 

Semester 2, if not before. In the mean-time, all have been really busy in supporting their state members 

through various COVID restrictions.  

 

The National Council met with a number of key stakeholders during the year: 

• Minster Dan Tehan 

• Jenny Donovan (AERO) 

• David de Carvalho (ACARA) 

• Mark Grant (AITSL) 

• Mark Smith (ESA) 

• National Schools Resourcing Board  

• Teach for Australia – Future Leaders Project 

 

We are currently awaiting a response from Minister Tudge’S Office to meet with our National Council.  

 

AGPPA will progress the employment/engagement of an Executive Officer to ensure that our focus can be 

maintained, and our strategic plan can be successfully implemented.  

 

During the last year, AGPPA submitted the following submissions: 

• Occupational Mobility submission 

• National Architecture Review 

• Review of Senior Secondary Pathways 

• Review of the Melbourne Declaration 
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Phil Riley and his team completed the AGPPA Health & Wellbeing Report and each State Report late last year. 

The reports look at the data from 2011 – 2019. It is planned that AGPPA and each state association will 

prepare a media release to go out when the 2020 report is released. 

 

The AGPPA AGM will be held on Wednesday 3 March, via zoom. 

 

  

 

Ian Anderson 

President 

2 March 2021 
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IPSHA Federal President’s Report 

APPA AGM, 2 March 2021 

 

The Independent Primary School Heads of Australia (IPSHA) has lived up to its mission of providing 

professional support for its members through ongoing learning opportunities and collegiality during what has 

been well documented as a globally challenging year.  

IPSHA is strongly committed to the collegial spirit of cooperation and professional voice within APPA, on 

matters pertaining to education and what is best for all children in our schools. 

 

IPSHA Membership  

IPSHA currently has 375 members.  

 

IPSHA Professional Learning  

During a year of great disconnect due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, IPSHA continued to provide 

members with professional development through the IPSHA National Webinar Series. The IPSHA Board 

worked collaboratively to bring together a suite of speakers through both webinars and video format. Topics 

were relevant to the uncertain times being faced by leaders at the time and take up nationally of members, in 

particular regional members where the tyranny of distance often impacts on physical attendance at State 

Branch meetings. Our national sponsors also benefited through this digital mode to reach out to IPSHA 

members.  

Speakers and Topics  

Dr Simon Breakspear – Leading Through Uncertainty and Agile Leadership  

Dr Justin Coulson - Running on Empty- Wellbeing Strategies to Refill Teacher’s Tanks  

Michael Hawton - No Scaredy Cats for School Leaders: The Problem of Childhood Anxiety in Australian 

Primary Schools  

Dr James Muecke AM (2020 Australian of the Year) - Blinded by Sugar  

Professor Lea Waters - Helping Schools Bounce Forward from COVID-19  

Earle Taylor - A Taste of Trust  

Steve Francis - Leadership Sprint Video Series 
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IPSHA Charity  

During the biennium (2018-2020), IPSHA members and their respective school communities have 

supported SchoolAid as the charity for all charities. A number of IPSHA school students were 

acknowledged for their charitable philanthropy at virtual SchoolAid presentations by the Governor 

General of the Commonwealth of Australia, His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley 

AC DSC (Retd).  

 

National Advisory Council  

I take this opportunity to thank our current APPA NAC representatives, Sally Ruston (NSW), 

Rebecca Lennon (QLD), Carl Salt (SA), Amanda Evans (TAS), Brad Nelsen (VIC) and Rod Wood 

(WA), for their ongoing commitment to both APPA and IPSHA. Special thanks and best wishes to 

retired IPSHA NAC representative, Sandra Hawken, for her contributions to APPA during 2020.  

 

I wish to thank the Malcolm Elliot, the APPA Board and Linda Fleming for their warm welcome to me 

as incoming Federal President of IPSHA.  

 

It’s a true testament of great leadership by Malcolm Elliott to keep APPA’s Board and NAC 

connected at such a challenging time and APPA’s important agendas and national voice heard.  

 

Warm Regards  

Paul Clegg  

IPSHA Federal President 2020 – 2022 
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Australian Catholic Primary Principals’ Association 

President’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Australian Catholic Primary Principals’ Association (ACPPA) is the peak association for over 1200 

Catholic primary principals in Australia.  Our mission is to provide “advocacy and action for Catholic 

School Leadership”. 

 

2020 was a complex year for everyone and created new challenges for our Association around our 

ability to communicate and support Principals across Australia. 

 

We are fortunate to have a strong board who are keen to contribute to a stronger position in Catholic 

education for our Association.  

 

Due to COVID, the majority of our work was conducted virtually to allow our engagement to continue. 

Our attendance at conferences and working parties continued at a less frequent rate, but we were still 

able to be an active part of many roundtables and discussion groups. 

 

Our relationship with the National Catholic Education Commission (NCEC) continues to grow in a vital 

connection with both Secondary Catholic Principals and Catholic School Parents and these meetings 

still went ahead virtually during the year. 

 

Our research partnership with both Australian Catholic University (ACU) and the University of Notre 

Dame (UNDA) was delayed until this year. This is an exciting venture for ACPPA and a proposed joint 

research project around Initial Teacher Education will commence in the next few months in a COVID 

managed way. We are pleased to report that the NCEC have agreed to also co-sponsor this research, 

which is acknowledgement to the respect and support the Commission has for ACPPA. 

 

Due to COVID, we decided to support Principals through a social media and video presence by 

creating several short presentations by ACPPA and other key presenters in the health and wellbeing 
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space. These videos were designed for Principals to provide a morale boost during the difficult periods 

of 2020. They were very well received. 

 

Our 2020 annual survey, although a lower rate of participation, still showed that Principals appreciate 

the work of ACPPA, although there is more to be done around Principal engagement, especially in 

regional, rural, and remote areas. 

 

It was pleasing to be able to launch our new logo late last year along with a wellbeing initiative for 

Principals called ACPPAConnect. This portal is solely for Principals and provides resources and links 

for mental health and wellbeing, including mindfulness, meditation, inspiration and empowerment. 

 

ACPPA would like to thank the members of the National Executive for their tireless commitment and 

hard work during 2020 to ensure ACPPA continues to grow. My thanks also to our Management Team 

for their advice and support.  

 

The work of ACPPA is a team effort which allows us to continue supporting and promoting the role of 

leaders in schools and  as part of this team I would like to thank all Catholic Primary Principals for 

their work in education as they are a vital part of what is happening as we move forward. 

 

It is a great privilege to serve on the ACPPA Executive and I am always constantly amazed by the 

dedication and enthusiasm of our colleagues.  

 

 

Brad Gaynor 

President, ACPPA. 

February 2021 
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