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National Advisory Council 2019  
President  Malcolm Elliott APPA 

Deputy President  Phil Seymour NSWPPA  
   

 

National Sector 
Presidents  

Ian Anderson AGPPA  

Brad Gaynor ACPPA  

Grant Bock  IPSHA  
   

 

State & Territory 
Association 
Representatives  

Andy Gordon  IPSHA-QLD 

Angela Falkenberg SAPPA 
Anne-Maree Kliman VPA 

Brad Nelsen IPSHA-VIC 

Brigid Knight IPSHA-TAS 

Britany Roestenburg  NTPA 

Carl Salt IPSHA-SA  

Fran Bonanno ACSP-NSW 
Gez Mulvihil NTCPA 

John O’Connor  QCPPA 

Keryl Caird WAPPA 

Leslie Single QASSP 

Liz Bobos  ACTPA 

Marcus Donnelly  CPAT 
Matt Egan-Richards ACTCPPA 

Michael Gray  VACPSP 

Peter Cutrona CPPAWA 

Ros Oates SACPPA 

Sally Ruston  IPSHA - NSW   

Samantha Abblitt TPA 
Thomas Quinlivan IPSHA-WA  
   

 

 
Dyonne Anderson NATSIPA* (Observer) 

Executive Officer  Michael Nuttall (Company Secretary)    

Key  Bold Font denotes representative also serves as an APPA Board 
member. 

 
 
Full contact details for all members of the National Advisory Council are available on the APPA Website 
www.appa.asn.au 

http://www.appa.asn.au/
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Immediate Past President  
2015-2018                                       Dennis Yarrington (Canberra) 
 
 
 

Life Members  
       

   
   

1994 Neil Mason South Australia 
 Ronald Sandeman Australian Capital Territory 
 Leslie Bishop Tasmania 
 Erroll Robinson South Australia 
 Nigel Bentley Tasmania 
 Gary Rodgers Victoria 

   

1995 John Willett Western Australia 
 Mike Berson Western Australia 
 Graham Cowell Western Australia 
 Frank Hennessy Queensland 
 Barry McConville New South Wales 
 Gary McClean Victoria 
 John Bugg Victoria 
 Peter Radford Tasmania 
 Julie Biles Australian Capital Territory 
   

1996 Paul Aldred Western Australia 
 Janet Purcell Western Australia 
 Richard Wyatt Tasmania 
 Marilyn Gilberston South Australia 
 Peter Paul Victoria 

   

1997 Tony Misich Western Australia 
 Leonie Drew Western Australia 
 Patrick (Jim) Smith Western Australia 
 Brian Pocock South Australia 
 Geoffrey Gapper South Australia 
 Tom Croker New South Wales 
   

1998 Shane Baker Western Australia 
 Kathy Campbell New South Wales 
 David Bishop New South Wales 
 Maureen Stephenson New South Wales 
 Jenny Leeson Australian Capital Territory 
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1999 Chris Cameron Australian Capital Territory 
 Ken Hedley Western Australia 
 Joan North Victoria 
   

2000 John Turner Victoria 
   

2001 Colleen Breheney Tasmania 
2002 Paul Cazzulino Queensland 

 Elizabeth Moroney Australian Capital Territory 
 Janice Szmal Victoria 
 Rosalie Ramsay New South Wales 
 Vicki Simmonds Victoria 
   

2004 Sean Gordon Queensland 
   

2006 Chris Robarts Victoria 
   

2008 Dr Roderick Crouch Queensland 
 Colin Pettit Western Australia 
   

2009 Patrick McGrath Australian Capital Territory 
 Anthony McGruther Queensland 
   

2011 Leonie Trimper South Australia 
 Janet Wilmot Western Australia 
   

2012 Tim Emery Western Australia 
   

2014 Geoff Scott New South Wales 
 Robert Hoff South Australia 
 Stephen Portlock South Australia 
   

2016 Norm Hart Queensland 
 Sally Ruston New South Wales 
 Gabrielle Leigh Victoria 
 Stephen Breen Western Australia 
 Dave Edwards South Australia 

 

Primary Heroes 
 

2007 Emeritus Professor Max Angus       Western Australia 
     Harriet Olney       Western Australia 
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2020 AGM Agenda 
 

1. Attendance  
 

2. Apologies 
 

3. Minutes of 2019 Annual General Meeting 
 

4. Financial Accounts for the year ended 31 December, 2019 
 

5. Directors’ Report and Declaration 
 

6. Auditor’s Report  
 

7. Appointment of Auditor  
 
 
2020 AGM Resolutions  
 
THAT the minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting of the Company be accepted. 
 
 
THAT the Financial Accounts of the Company for the Financial Year ended 31 December 2019 be accepted.  
 
 
THAT the Directors’ Report and Declaration be approved and signed by a Director on behalf of the Board of 
the Directors of the Company. 
 
 
THAT the Report of the Auditor of the Company be accepted.  
 
 
THAT Anthony Wilson, AccountAbility ACT Pty Ltd be appointed as Auditor for the forthcoming financial 
reporting year. 
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Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting  
Meeting opened at 9:08am on Wednesday 29th May 2019 
at Jasper Hotel, 489 Elizabeth St, Melbourne, Victoria. 

The following NAC members attended the 2019 AGM-representing their Member Association: 

 
Malcolm  Elliott APPA 
Phil  Seymour NSWPPA 
Ian  Anderson AGPPA  
Brad Gaynor ACPPA  
Grant  Bock  IPSHA 
   
Andy Gordon  IPSHA-QLD 
Angela  Falkenberg SAPPA 
Anne-Maree  Kliman VPA 
Brad  Nelsen IPSHA-VIC 
Brigid  Knight IPSHA-TAS 
Britany Roestenburg  NTPA 
Carl Salt IPSHA-SA  
Gez Mulvahi NTCPA 
John  O’Connor  QCPPA 
Keryl  Caird WAPPA 
Liz Bobos  ACTPA 
Marcus  Donnelly  CPAT 
Matt  Egan-Richards ACTCPPA 
Michael Gray  VACPSP 
Peter  Cutrona CPPAWA 
Ros  Oates SACPPA 
Sally  Ruston  IPSHA - NSW   
Samatha  Abblitt TPA 
Thomas  Quinlivan IPSHA-WA 
Michael Nuttall Company Secretary  
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RESOLUTIONS 

THAT the minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting of the Company be accepted. 
Moved:           Ian Anderson  
Seconded:      Anne-Maree Kliman 
 
THAT the Financial Accounts of the Company for the Financial Year 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 be 
accepted. 
Moved:         Angela Falkenberg     
Seconded:    Grant Bock 
 
THAT the Directors’ Report and Declaration be approved and signed by a Director on behalf of the Board of 
Directors of the Company. 
Moved:       Sally Ruston  
Seconded:   Matt Egan-Richards  
 
THAT the Report of the Auditor of the Company be accepted. 
Moved:        Liz Bobos  
Seconded:   Phil Seymour 
 

THAT Anthony Wilson, AccountAbility ACT Pty Ltd be appointed as Auditor for the forthcoming financial 
reporting year. 
Moved:       Andy Gordon 
Seconded:   Phil Seymour 
 
THAT the constitution of Australian Primary Principals Association Limited, as amended on 10 March 
2017, be amended by, in clause 8.1, deleting the words ‘…support the Objects…’ and inserting in their 
place the words ‘…are a member of a National Sector Association…’ and by, in clause 13.1 at the end 
of subclause ‘c’, deleting the word ‘or’, inserting a new subclause as subclause ‘d’ by adding the words 
‘if the Member Association ceases to meet the requirements of clause 8.1; or’ and changing the 
existing subclause ‘d’ to read subclause ‘e’, with the amendment to apply from the conclusion of the 
2019 Annual General Meeting. 
Moved:      Brad Gaynor  
Seconded:   Peter Cutrona 
 
President’s report read.  
Moved:       Brad Gaynor  
Seconded: Phil Seymour 
 

Meeting Closed: 9:28am 
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Presidents’ Reports 
 

APPA President’s Report - Malcolm Elliott 
Friday 19 June 2020 
Colleagues, it is an honour to present this report, which serves as a part of the record for our association as 
we continue to endure the effects of Cov-SARS-4 or Covid-19. 
When assessing the risks to our association, the idea of a pandemic as a threat was, in a sense, real and risk 
planning around the globe forewarned of that threat. Nevertheless, we have all been swept up and tossed 
about. Here, I register our thoughts for those whose lives have been lost, and for their families and friends. 
I recognise the work of our principals, school leaders, teachers, school workers, families and the children of 
Australia. As an association, we are justifiably very honoured to serve and support our school leaders who 
have done so very much in this very difficult circumstance.  
As our finances are presented to you, there are effects unfolding. The auditor’s report refers to the possible 
impacts of the pandemic in 2020. 
 
APPA recognises the great work done by our partner, School Aid, in raising and distributing funds from 
schools to schools and communities around Australia. 
We maintain our close connection with the New Zealand Principals Federation and most sincerely thank the 
Auckland Primary Principals Association for their generosity in raising funds to aid bushfire relief here in 
Australia. 
 
The period between our last AGM and this Meeting, is a combination of the planned and unplanned. At time 
of writing of the last report, we were awaiting the announcement of the new cabinet following the Federal 
Election. We warmly welcome the relationship with Minister Tehan and the members of his office; and 
recognise the close working relationship with the Commonwealth Department of Education, Skills and 
Employment. 
 
The APPA Conference in Adelaide was a great success and credit to the organising committee – but even that 
great event now seems such a long time ago. 
 
It is pleasing and appropriate that the Australian Special Education Principals Association has joined the 
National Advisory Council as an associate group. 
We also look forward to continuing the evolution of the APPA Reconciliation Action Plan with the National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Principals Association. 
 
The Principals As STEM Leaders project has continued with groups of principals participating around Australia 
in professional learning designed and delivered by a consortium of universities. This is a joint project with the 
Australian Secondary Principals Association. 
The ASIC Money Smart Project is now entering its third round, with submissions for funding soon to be called 
for.  
APPA has made submissions to the Review of the National Architecture for Schooling in Australia (following 
communication with the Minister’s office seeking involvement); the Productivity Commission Inquiry on 
Mental Health; and the National School Resourcing Board Review of the loading for students with disability. 
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APPA joined with the secondary school principal associations to write to all ministers urging the involvement 
of principals in charting the way through the pandemic crisis. 
We continue as a member of the Asia Education Foundation Council (formerly Board) with its close 
connection with Asia Link.  
We continue, too, our work on addressing The Impact of Childhood Anxiety on Primary Schooling. This has 
generated widespread interest following the release of our Report and our Sydney Roundtable and has 
emerged as a major project. This has contributed to APPA’s recognition and participation in the media as a 
respected advocate for primary education and the profession. 
We have engaged closely with AITSL as work on standards for mid-level leaders, reduction of red tape, and 
the project to address abuse directed at teachers all gather momentum. APPA is also represented on the 
School Leadership and Teaching Expert Standing Committee. We continue to enjoy a solid relationship with 
ACARA and a developing relationship with Education Services Australia. We are represented on the ACARA 
Students with Disability Advisory Group. 
We welcome our engagement with School TV, which has the potential to enhance our connection with 
parents and contribute strongly to leadership development and support. 
We recognise, too, the centrality of issues in Principal Health and Wellbeing and the outstanding contribution 
of Professor Phil Riley and his team, following the ninth iteration of this longitudinal study, in which APPA is a 
partner. APPA is again prominent in championing this cause. 
 
Plans were in-train to have recognised new life members but these have been held over with the hope that 
this can be done in-person, rather than via a screen. 
 
We have not been able to meet with Parliamentary Friends of Primary Education, but thank Celia Hammond 
and Graham Perrett for their friendship and support nevertheless. 
 
At this point, I make special mention of Michael Nuttall, who served as APPA Executive Officer for many years 
and whose service has been invaluable. It is a pleasure to report that Michael is continuing his service with 
APPA as our Parliamentary Friends of Primary Education co-ordinator. 
 
In conclusion, I thank our Deputy President Phil Seymour, our respective National Sector Presidents Ian 
Anderson, Grant Bock and Brad Gaynor; the APPA Board; the members of the APPA National Advisory 
Council; our APPA team for their sterling service, advice and support; and our business partners for their on-
going engagement. 
 
We look forward to better days ahead.       
Malcolm Elliott 
 

 
 

APPA President 
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AGPPA President’s Report - Ian Anderson  
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AGPPA President’s Report - Ian Anderson  
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AGPPA President’s Report - Ian Anderson  
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AGPPA President’s Report - Ian Anderson  
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ACPPA President’s Report - Brad Gaynor 
 
 
Australian Catholic Primary Principals’ Association 
President’s Report 
 
 
The Australian Catholic Primary Principals’ Association (ACPPA) is the peak association for 
over 1200 Catholic primary principals in Australia.  Our mission is to provide “advocacy and 
action for Catholic School Leadership”. 
 
2019 was again a busy and productive year for ACPPA with consolidation of growth and new 
development taking place. 
 
We are fortunate to have a strong board with renewed commitment and some new Directors 
to begin their 3-year tenure with ACPPA. 
 
We have continued to be asked to attend educational forums and roundtables with ACARA, 
AITSL and the Department of Education as well as being a regular participant and presenter 
at the Catholic Diocesan Directors forums. 
 
Our relationship with the National Catholic Education Commission (NCEC) continues to grow 
in a vital connection with both Secondary Catholic Principals and Catholic School Parents. 
 
During 2019 ACPPA began a new partnership and relationship with both Australian Catholic 
University (ACU) and the University of Notre Dame (UNDA). This is an exciting venture for 
ACPPA and a proposed joint research project around Initial Teacher Education will 
commence at the beginning of 2021. 
 
We were pleased to be nominated as a finalist in the Association Forum’s “Turnaround 
Association of the Year” Award at Parliament House in Canberra. This was a fitting tribute to 
the great work that ACPPA have been doing over the last few years. 
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ACPPA President’s Report - Brad Gaynor 
 
 
During the year we attended several conferences as well as giving presentations to State 
Principal Associations as well as a number of Diocesan Principals Associations. This has 
allowed us the opportunity to grow our reach throughout the Catholic Primary Principal sector 
and get to know Principals better. 
As part of this process we also hosted our first large social function for both Primary and 
Secondary Principals as part of the ACSP conference held in Sydney. 
 
 
Another strategy has been to increase our social media presence and to film some short 
videos explaining the work of ACPPA to our members. These have been well received. 
 
Our 2019 annual survey again showed great support and confidence in the work of ACPPA 
and one strategic intent to provide resources for Principals around the theme of Principal 
Wellbeing is underway. 
 
In 2019 we began the process of developing our new logo for ACPPA. This is an ongoing 
consultation with the Board, and we should have a final branding design for launch in 2020. 
 
ACPPA would like to thank the members of the National Executive for their tireless 
commitment and hard work during 2019 to ensure ACPPA continues to grow. My thanks also 
to our Management Team for their advice and support.  
 
The work of ACPPA is a team effort which allows us to continue supporting and promoting 
the role of leaders in schools  and  as part of this team I would like to thank all Catholic Primary 
Principals for their work in education as they are a vital part of what is happening as we move 
forward. 
 
It is a great privilege to serve on the ACPPA Executive and I am always constantly amazed 
by the dedication and enthusiasm of our colleagues.  
 
 
Brad Gaynor 
President, ACPPA. 
June 2020 
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IPSHA President’s Report - Grant Bock 
 
Interesting Times 
What a time we are living in.  I wonder if in future years we will look back on 2020 and shake our heads in 
amazement at the changes that we have been a part of.  We started the year with our hearts going out to the 
communities devastated by bushfires, and here we are just a few months later with a whole new set of 
circumstances, concerns and considerations that are keeping us awake at night.  
Here at my school, the pandemic has even had an impact on the staff room.  The communal biscuit barrel was 
an obvious target.  That moved on to removing all crockery & cutlery.  Staff now need to bring their own plate 
and knife for lunch.  I think providing coffee and tea bags are also under threat.  This virus knows no limits!  I 
can’t imagine this change being embraced by my staff who are working ‘within the magic fence’ as my 
colleague refers to schools.  Being in a classroom with 25 children is fine but sharing a jar of coffee is a health 
hazard. 
 
As I said – these are unusual times and we are surrounded by inconsistencies.  Everyone is trying to do their 
best for the greater good and I am confident that over time a new level of normal will emerge. 
On behalf of your school communities I would like to express my appreciation for the incredibly complex 
scenarios that you are negotiating.  Supporting the students and staff in your schools has proven to be 
incredibly difficult.  Providing meaningful learning opportunities in an online environment for a 6-year-old is 
not something that we have had to contend with previously. Whether you have full student attendance or 
your students are returning to school in a slow trickle, I wish you well in your quest to do all you can for the 
staff, students and families in your care. 
 
A new paradigm for IPSHA 
Just like individual school communities, the IPSHA community has had to adjust to this ever-changing 
landscape.  Our regular IPSHA branch meetings are unable to go ahead in the usual format due to social 
distancing restrictions. Challenge often leads to innovation. Our President Elect Paul Clegg has been the driving 
force behind a series of webinars that have been collated and are able to be shared online with members. This 
is an exciting professional learning offering for our members - the National IPSHA Webinar Series. Each of the 
State Presidents have added their support to this initiative which has resulted in a series of professional 
learning opportunities being open to members from right across the country. 
 
The webinars will give all members access to professional learning not only arranged by their own state 
branches, but by the other state branches too. These webinars have been available not only to IPSHA member, 
but also to Deputies and it’s wonderful that IPSHA is able to support the Deputies programs in this way. 
 
Upcoming webinars, including biographical details about each presenter, are listed on the IPSHA website 
at https://www.ipsha.org.au/events/national-ipsha-webinar-series/. Presenters so far have included Dr Jason Coulson, 
Earle Taylor, Steve Francis, with upcoming webinars scheduled with Dr Simon Breakspear and Michael Hawton. 
The webpage will be updated as more webinars are arranged, and the details will be communicated with you 
via email. You will need to login into the website to access this webpage.  
As always we are indebted to Laura for making this all work from a technical perspective. 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ipsha.org.au/events/national-ipsha-webinar-series/
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IPSHA President’s Report - Grant Bock 
 
 
The IPSHA Biennial National Conference 
The 2020 conference was scheduled to take place in Adelaide this coming September.  While South Australia 
has done extremely well in containing the spread of the virus, there is very little chance that state borders and 
other restrictions will allow for our conference to proceed as scheduled.  My thanks go to the organising 
committee for behind the scene negotiations with venues, sponsors and speakers that have enabled us to 
delay our national conference until 27 – 29 May 2021.  It is my hope that Australia at least will be resuming 
some normality by then, and that we will all benefit greatly from getting to gather in person in Adelaide.  
Shifting the conference has also had a benefit in that it will now permanently be held earlier in the year thus 
avoiding calendar crowding with the annual APPA conference.  Often IPSHA members have wanted to attend 
both conferences, but they were very near to each other on the calendar.  Moving the IPSHA Conference means 
that we will need to change our reporting periods, at both Federal and State Branch levels, from the current 
financial year reporting period to a calendar year reporting period, and this change will align well with the 
school year. 
 
Virtual Biennial General Meeting 
According to our operating and reporting procedures, the Biennial General Meeting will need to take place in 
or around September this year.  While normally the BGM is a highly anticipated feature of our Conference, like 
many things, this year we need to do things differently. This year we will gather virtually from the comfort of 
our schools and take care of the business that is required to keep our association compliant.  Most significantly 
at this time we will also be welcoming Paul Clegg as our President for the next two years, and we are all looking 
forward to the positive influence and energy that he will bring to the role.  
 
 
It has been a privilege to steer the Association through these challenging and interesting times and I look 
forward to continuing to serve on the IPSHA Federal Board in the capacity as Federal Past President for the 
next biennium. 
 
In closing, I wish you all the best for the months that lie ahead as each of us faces a new normal, and please 
look after yourselves and your families.  
 
Grant Bock 
IPSHA President 
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Financial Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2019 are added as a document here: 
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